Mean response times (RTs) from a sample of 13 simple-and choice-reaction time studies (which included 353 Closed-Head Injury (CHI) subjects at various stages of injury and 329 Control, non-CHI, subjects; mean age of both groups, approximately 28 years) were analyzed using Brinley Plot/multiple regression analysis techniques to provide support for the observation that CHI results in a slowing of basic cognitive information processing. Across 101 experimental conditions, the best-fit equation that resulted from regressing the CHI data onto the Control data for matched conditions was Y (CHI) ϭ 1.54 X (Control) Ϫ 59, and this specific regression equation accounted for approximately 89% of the variance (based on R 2 ). These results suggest that the basic cognition processes involved in simple-and choicereaction time performance were approximately 1.54 times slower in CHI individuals in this sample as compared to non-CHI individuals. This pattern of performance substantiates the observation the CHI results in a slowing of even very basic cognition information processes.
A prominent area of study within the literature describing closed-head injury is speed of information processing (Bleiberg, Nadler, Reeves, Garmoe, Cederquist, Lux, & Kane, 1994; Mattson, Levin, & Breitmeyer, 1994; Van Zomeren & Deelman, 1978) . Many studies have examined the claim that a fundamental outcome of a closed-head injury is a reduction in the speed (i.e., slowing) at which a variety of cognitive operations can be executed.
From a theoretical perspective this ''general'' slowing of cognitive processes has recently gained prominence within the field of gerontology (e.g., Cerella, 1985; Cerella, Poon, & Williams, 1980; Salthouse, 1985) . When a variety of tasks and methodologies are combined and examined in a metaanalytic/multiple regression fashion, the resulting Brinley (1965) plots reveal that the relationship between the response times (RTs) of older and younger adults is a linearly increasing function which has a slope that approximates 1.5. That is, the RTs of the older adults are typically 1.5 slower than their
